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Wales 
Wales is a country that is part of the United Kingdom and the island of Great Britain, bordered by 

England to its east and the Atlantic Ocean and Irish Sea to its west. It has a population of three 

million, and a total area of 20,779 km2 (8,023 sq mi). Wales has over 1,200 km (750 mi) of coastline, 

including its offshore islands; the largest, Anglesey (Ynys Môn), is also the largest island in the Irish 

Sea. Wales is largely mountainous, with its highest peaks in the north and central areas, especially in 

Snowdonia (Eryri), which contains Snowdon (Yr Wyddfa), its highest summit. 

National symbols  

The Flag 

The Flag of Wales incorporates the red dragon 

(Y Ddraig Goch) of Prince Cadwalader along 

with the Tudor colours of green and white. , It 

was used by Henry VII at the Battle of Bosworth 

in 1485 after which it was carried in state to St. 

Paul's Cathedral.  The red dragon was then included in the Tudor royal arms to signify their Welsh 

descent. It was officially recognised as the Welsh national flag in 1959. The British Union Flag 

incorporates the flags of Scotland, Ireland and England, but has no Welsh 

representation. Technically it is represented by the flag of England, as the 

Laws in Wales act of 1535 annexed Wales to England, following the 13th-

century conquest. 

Anthem 

"Hen Wlad fy Nhadau" (English: Land of My Fathers) is the 

National Anthem of Wales, and is played at events such as 

football or rugby matches involving the Wales national team as 

well as the opening of the Welsh Assembly and other official 

occasions. "God Save the Queen", the national anthem of the 

United Kingdom, is sometimes played alongside Hen Wlad fy 

Nhadau during official events with a royal connection.  

The capital 

The capital and largest city in Wales is Cardiff. The city is Wales' chief commercial centre, the base 

for most national cultural and sporting institutions, the Welsh national media, and the seat of the 

National Assembly for Wales. The unitary authority area's mid 2010 population was estimated to be 

341,054, while the population of the Larger Urban Zone was estimated 

at 861,400 in 2009. 
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Local government 

For the purposes of local government, Wales has been divided into 22 council areas since 1996. 

These "principal areas" are responsible for the provision of all local government services, including 

education, social work, environment and roads services.  
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Tourism In Wales 
Wales is a generally mountainous country on the western side of 

central southern Great Britain. It is about 274 km (170 mi) 

north–south and 97 km (60 mi) east–west. The oft-quoted 'size of 

Wales' is about 20,779 km2 (8,023 sq mi).  Wales is bordered by 

England to the east and by sea in all other directions: the Irish Sea 

to the north and west, St George's 

Channel and the Celtic Sea to the 

southwest and the Bristol 

Channel to the south. 

Altogether, Wales has over 

1,180 km (730 mi) of coastline. 

Over 50 islands lie off the Welsh mainland; the largest being 

Anglesey, in the northwest. 

The highest outside the 3000s is Aran Fawddwy, at 905 metres 

(2,969 feet), in the south of Snowdonia .  The Brecon Beacons 

(Bannau Brycheiniog) are in the south (highest point Pen-y-Fan, at 

886 metres (2,907 feet)), and are joined by the Cambrian 

Mountains in Mid Wales. The highest point being Pumlumon at 

752 metres (2,467 feet). 

Wales has three national parks: Snowdonia, Brecon Beacons and 

Pembrokeshire Coast. It has five Areas of Outstanding Natural 

Beauty. These areas include Anglesey, the Clwydian 

Range, the Gower Peninsula and the Wye Valley. The 

Gower Peninsula was the first area in the United 

Kingdom to be designated as an Area of Outstanding 

Natural Beauty, in 1956. 
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It is interesting 
Walsh called their country Cymru.  

Climate 

 Highest maximum temperature: 35.2 °C (95 °F) at Hawarden Bridge, Flintshire on 2 

August 1990.  
 Lowest minimum temperature: −23.3 °C (−10 °F) at Rhayader, Radnorshire (now 

Powys) on 21 January 1940.  

 Maximum number of hours of sunshine in a month: 354.3 hours at Dale Fort, 
Pembrokeshire in July 1955.  

 Minimum number of hours of sunshine in a month: 2.7 hours at Llwynon, 

Brecknockshire in January 1962.  
 Maximum rainfall in a day (0900 UTC – 0900 UTC): 211 millimetres (8 in) at 

Rhondda, Glamorgan, on 11 November 1929.  
 Wettest spot – an average of 4,473 millimetres (176 in) rain a year at Crib Goch in 

Snowdonia, Gwynedd (making it also the wettest spot in the United Kingdom).  

There is 900 castles in Wales. 
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